St. Margaret Mary Parish
December 23, 2018
Fourth Sunday in Advent

1450 Green Trails Dr.
Masses:
Saturday:
Sunday:

5:00 pm
8 am

10 am

12 pm

Weekdays Monday-Saturday 8:15 am

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Parish Office:
630-369-0777
Fax:
630-369-1493
Religious Ed. Office:
630- 369-0833

All Saints Catholic
Academy:
1155 Aurora Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540
630.961-6125 or
www.ascacademy.org

New Parishioners:
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me;
and those who welcome me welcome the one
who sent me.: (Mt 10:40)
St. Margaret Mary Parish wishes to welcome
everyone to our community as Jesus would.
For information, please call the parish office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Confessions every Saturday from 3:30 to 4:30
PM or anytime by request.

Sacrament of Baptism:
Sundays following the 12:00 Mass, except
holidays. Please call Parish Office to make
arrangements for Baptism and required
Preparation Meeting.

Sacrament of Marriage:
Six months preparation required. Parish music
policies, which reflect Diocesan guidelines, are
to be followed.
Sick, Homebound, Hospital Visits:
Contact the Parish Office if you would like
Communion, if you need someone from
SMMP to visit you in the hospital, or if we can
help you in any other way. Privacy policies do
not permit the hospital to contact us directly.

Naperville, IL 60540

630-369-0777

www.smmp.com

John Hill
Lori Cross
Theresa Crowe
Kay Hill
Linda Palulis
Patrick Rockowitz
Jim Gardner
Kathleen Carey
Fr. George Hurley
Maxine Messere
Arlene Bennett
Joseph Mathy
Dr. Edward Michl
A. Schuman
Marion Warner
Greyson Stanley
Mary Fisher
Murlene Dolley

Peter Guthrie

Jim Tamburrino

Kevin Hill

Collette Miller

Jeff Thomas

Roger Stack

Michael Facchinello

Patrick Cameron
Joan Vinkler

"Answering Our Parish
Call: Being Disciples, Not
Customers"
Wednesday, January 9
9:15 to 11:15 am
In the Cor Center
Donation $8
Speaker: Tom Cordaro

Edward Bojan
Emma Martinez
Matthew Kelly
Ronald Rieser
Michael Towne
Sharon Ferrari
Kate Kirchner
Ben & April Espinos
Al Bajusz
Bill Koloseike
John P. Rossi
Ray Young

Christmas Schedule
Christmas Eve
Masses

Christmas Day
Masses

3 PM in Church
3 PM in Parish
Center
5 PM in the Church
(Children’s Mass)
10:30 PM in Church
(Mass at Night)

NO 8 AM Mass
10 AM in Church
12 PM in Church
January 1 (Holy Mary
Mother of God) Mass
10 AM
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(This presentation will be repeated
Wednesday, January 16 at 7:00 pm
in Upper Room)
We talk about being a missionfocused parish, but what does that
mean? More than a program,
initiative or pastoral strategy, it
means creating an entirely
different way of being parish. This
presentation, by Tom
Cordaro, focuses on one of the
most important aspects of this
transformation: moving away
from treating parishioners as
customers to inviting them to
become part of a discipleship
community.

Tom serves as the Justice and
Outreach Minister at SMMP

Father Paul, along with the Pastoral Council and staff,
would like to show their appreciation for your hard work
and dedication to this parish.

St. Margaret Mary Volunteer Appreciation Night
Saturday, Jan. 19, 6:30—10:00 pm, Parish Center
You are welcome to bring your spouse or another guest.

Featuring live music, dancing and home-made
desserts and appetizers from our parishioners’ kitchens.

Name:
Spouse/Guest:
Phone:
Email:
Volunteer Position:
 Contact me about bringing a dessert and/or an appetizer for this dinner

( Place form in collection basket, return to Parish Office, or respond via email by Jan. 14th.)
Email to: appreciation@smmp.com

Registration must be received no later than Monday, Jan. 14th.
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Parish Mission
Living Contemplatively in Today’s World: Discovering a Spirit of
Balance, Harmony and Joy in the Midst of Chaos.
January 20, 21 and 22, 2019
7:00 to 8:30 PM
Fr. Michael Fish

Fr. Fish is a Camaldolese monk and a member of the New Camali Hermitage in Big Sur, California.
Fr. Michael develops the notion of ‘the inner monk’, the hermit in the world’ and how to live a
balanced rhythm in the world. Fr. Michael enjoys working with lay people who are searching for a
relevant spirituality. Solitude is only part of his calling and he offers retreats, talks and spiritual
direction to religious, parochial and lay communities. From mid-September to the end of October
2014, Michael made his way through Spain en route to the Santiago de Compostela.
Visit his website at https://hermitfish.com
Sunday, January 20th:

Life as a Journey: The Art of Living Alive and Free

st

Monday, January 21 : Stalking the Gap: Facing Our Emptiness and Finding Mystery
Tuesday, January 22nd: The Woman at the Well: Identifying and Quenching our Deepest Longing.
All services will begin promptly at 7:00 to 8:30 PM at St. Margaret Mary Church.
Refreshments after each service
Baby-sitting in Room 16 upon prior request
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SMM BULLETIN ARTICLE SERIES

Becoming A Deacon?

Dn. Joe Ferrari

“Hey, Deacon Dr…. I need to talk to you. Do you have a moment?”
The first time I heard this request from a parish member I looked around – who are they talking to?

Me?! Since August 2013 I heard this request often: before and after Mass, at parish events and
through email. And it never gets old.

To think, I am called to serve others; the people of SMM; folks at work; strangers in public
ministries. ME - a kid from Brooklyn, critic from New York, guy from DePaul. Then I recall a
famous quote from Fr. Richard Rohr, Franciscan author focused on male spirituality, who said: “God
does not call the formed ~~ he forms the Called.”
My friend, the Church needs more men of faith who are men of service. We don’t need men who
serve only – we have many men (especially at SMM) who step up and ask, ‘what must be done?’
We are so blessed for your service at SMM for all you do for others. AND, we don’t need someone who simply wants to
be on the altar each Sunday. Don’t get me wrong – it is SO humbling to be there next to Fr. Paul, as he lifts the bread
made of human hands that then comes down to us as the body of Christ. And to be the person who lifts the wine, that
reminds us all of the suffering of Christ. I admit it, there are times I almost cry. We need men who will live their life of
faith as Christ the suffering servant, to honor the people in honor of God.
What we need at SMM are more (new) DEACONS.
Over the next several weeks each SMM Deacon will write a personal, short message inviting the men of SMM to
discern this calling. Please, come talk privately with Deacons Ken Miles, Terry Taylor, Don Helgeson, Joe Ferrari, and
our retired deacon Fred Straub. And talk to Fr. Paul, who joins us in bringing new deacons to SMM. God does not
want you formed ~ he will form you to be the servant, the deacon, he needs you to be. But he may be calling you for
this vocation. If you have some sense that this is what you are led to be — come talk to us. If others at home/in your
family, at work, or in the parish see something in you that you may be missing for the calling of the diaconate – please,
come talk to us. Discern, pray, discuss. Thanks.
DIOCESE OF JOLIET, OFFICE OF THE DIACONATE:
We expect Applications for the 2024 Class to become available on the Diocese of Joliet, Office of Diaconate website in
early Sept. 2019. There is a year of applications, interviews, screening, and among men invited for formation, one
completes about 4 years of study. Advertising materials will be sent to the parishes publicizing some information/
discernment sessions to be held at three (3) different diocesan locations. These will happen in late spring or early
summer, 2019. Meanwhile, come talk to us.

SAVE THE DATE!
Wine and Beer Tasting
Saturday Evening February
16, 2019
Parish Center
Wheelchair Donation Charity
Event
Hosted by Knights of
Columbus and
Peterson Spirits and Fine
Wines

Calendar of Events
12-27-Thursday-Knights of Columbus Monthly Social & Business meeting in
the Upper room at 6:30pm.
12-30-Sunday- Last Sunday of the Month Family Rosary Service in the
Chapel after the12:00 Noon Mass.
01-09 & 16 –Wednesdays - Volunteering at Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry.
01-18-Friday- PADS at SMMP helping with cleanup and dirty linen return to
Edward Hospital Laundry.
01-20-Sunday- Hosting Hospitality Sunday.

For more information on joining the Knights of Columbus, please contact:
Mike Maziarek - Grand Knight of Council 16011 - 630-201-8400
Bob Presnak - Membership Director - 312-543-2735
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Religious

Education

(Preschool—5th)

Helping, caring God, You care for us always.
Be will us now. We trust in you
Christmas Eve 5:00 Children’s Mass
Children should arrive in designated classrooms by 4:45 pm.
Christmas Break
Classes will resume on Monday, January 7, 2019.
First Communion Blessings Rites
As our children prepare to enter more fully into the Christian life through the Sacrament of Eucharist, we invite them to
receive special blessings. The second Rite of Blessing (water) will be on Saturday, January 12th at the 5:00 pm Mass,
and Sunday, January 13th at the 8:00 and 10:00 am Masses. The final blessing (candle) will be the weekend of March
16th and 17th. Registration information for First Communion will be mailed in January 2019.
First Communion Parent Retreat
We have created a half day retreat program that delves into the traditions of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.
Each presentation will challenge parents to understand how the sacred is woven into their lives. The last one will take
place on Sunday, February 3rd. We will begin with prayer and an introduction then lunch will be served. We are asking
that at least one parent from each family attend one session during the year. If you attended a prior session, you are not
required to attend again.
First Communion Registration
Registration information will be mailed to eligible families in mid-January.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
After opening prayers children are invited to attend "Liturgy of the Word." They are escorted to the Upper Room where
they gather for an interactive session that helps the children learn the readings of the day in language and activities
they'll easily understand. The program is offered at the Sunday 8 and 10 am Masses.
Please contact Sue Davey at 369-0833 with any questions.

A continuation of Mother Theresa’s remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast given on
February 3, 1994
“Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its people to love but to use
any violence to get what they want. That is why the greatest destroyer of love and peace
is abortion. ...
If we remember that God loves us and that we can love others as He loves us, then America can become
a sign of peace for the world. From here, a sign of care for the weakest of the weak – the unborn child - must
go out to the world. If you become a burning light of justice and peace in the world, then really you will be
true to what the founders of this country stood for. God bless you!”
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Fr. Paul’s Homily

The Alpha and the Omega
Dn 7:13-14; Rev 1:5-8; Jn 18:33b-37

(We fulfill our mission only when we now disperse into the world bringing that crucial message
that God is the goal and the purpose and the endpoint of everything.)
“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’
says the Lord God.”

obstruct, slow down, or enfeeble the
dynamism that God has built into the
creation, and we do. Examples are so
Now the import of this statement may
numerous I don’t have to mention even
not be obvious. Alpha is the first letter
one. Open the newspaper, turn on the
of the Greek alphabet, and when God
TV, they will be all around, obstacles
says, “I am the Alpha,” he means that
enfeebling the dynamism of God
he is at the beginning, the beginning
moving us all toward communion and
of everything, the beginning of
union and a share in blessed and
creation, even before time. “I am the
eternal wisdom and beauty and love.
Omega,” the goal, the goal of
creation, the goal of time, the
Now one of the principle obstacles
direction we are headed into.
toward this dynamism, toward this
focus and direction, is actually simple
Now science rightly says that they
ignorance. Many people in this world,
cannot discern purpose in nature,
and we are seven billion now, many
and that’s correct. It’s not actually in
people have no idea that there is a
nature. It encompasses everything that
purpose to their lives. Many people
is, including nature, but it’s much
don’t even know there is a God
bigger than anything science can
because the way people often
measure, science being limited to
understand God is completely
certain data. Very often our culture
wrong. We have atheists that deny
doesn’t even think about these things.
there is a God, but the God they are
We are so taken up with our plans and denying in fact doesn’t exist and never
our powers to do, to invent, to make
did. It’s a being in addition to
and create, which are marvelous. But everything else, but that isn’t God. St.
sometimes we don’t even think about Thomas Aquinas explains that God is
the fact that we have a destiny. We are being itself, and anything that is,
actually going somewhere specific,
only is because it shares in the being
and this is what this feast is about.
of God. No one denies that we exist,
Many years ago back in the nineteenth so no one is really denying God, the
true God. But they misunderstand
century, American journalists and
politicians talked about the “Manifest totally who God is and what God is
doing.
Destiny” of the United States. What
they meant was that inevitably the
And that’s where we come in because
United States would cover the entire
God sent his Word into the creation,
North American continent from the
into the world, to disclose, to inform,
Atlantic to the Pacific. And that was to to reveal what he is doing. That Word
a great degree inevitable. But Scripture of God was embodied in the person of
speaks about a different kind of
Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus called people,
destiny, a destiny created by God
disciples, to himself to continue this
because God acts with purpose, and very crucial mission: to inform, to
God’s plans to dwell with his
disclose, to reveal the nature of God
creatures eternally in infinite
and God’s wonderful plans for us. We
wisdom, love, and beauty. Indeed the need to share that with our sisters and
only reason that God has created is to brothers and to help them realize that
share his being. And yet because we
in spite of any setback or failures,
are free and have free will we can
God’s purpose will eventually prevail
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when God, in the words of St. Paul, is
“all in all.” That is what the Book of
Revelation means when it says, “I am
the Alpha and the Omega.” The
Omega is this union and communion
of being and bliss and consciousness
that only human beings can
appreciate, at least among the
creatures we actually know. There may
be others. But of what we can see on
earth, only we can appreciate being;
only we can actually feel bliss; only
we can be truly conscious. Our
mission therefore is a testimony to
the truth, as was Jesus’ mission
before Pontius Pilate. He says, “My
kingdom is not of this world.” No,
indeed it is beyond, but includes, this
world. The truth that we share is a
truth that Jesus promised would
make us free, the truth that comes
from God and is really truly God,
Light from Light, the Christ who
has given himself to us.
So the Church’s mission is not first
and foremost to just serve people,
although we do, and we are very happy
to do that. The Church’s mission is not
simply to help people with problems,
although we do, and we are happy to
do that. But the Church’s primary
mission is to gather the faithful in
solidarity, to support one another,
and to experience God’s care
through one another. But not just
that. We do not fulfill our mission by
simply gathering together; we fulfill
our mission only when we now
disperse into the world bringing that
crucial message that God is the goal
and the purpose and the endpoint of
everything. It is our privilege, it is our
prerogative, it is our right, to share this
message with the world. And every
day it becomes all the more urgent.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays, 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Masses for the Week

December 29
January 5

Monday — December 24
3:00 (church)— Ann Barzyk — Family
3:00 (PC) — Ann Elgar — Family
5:00 — Ida Meador — Dennis & Peggy Nowicki
10:30 — Polly Cassady — Patricia Cassady
Tuesday— December 25/Nativity of the Lord
10:00— David Spiro — Dennis & Peggy Nowicki
12:00 — Helen Gies — Dennis & Peggy Nowicki
Wednesday— December 26/St. Stephen
8:15— Eben Palmquist — Mary Palmquist
Thursday— December 27/St. John the Apostle
8:15— Carlito & Edna Soriaga — Family
Friday— December 28/The Holy Innocents
8:15 — Cook Sieja — Emily DeFalco
Saturday— December 29
8:15 —
5:00 — Shirley Koloseike — Family
Sunday — December 30
8:00 — For the Parish Family
10:00 — Mary Theresa Brander Cassara— Arlene Hannon
12:00 — Patricia Baier — Paul & Nancy Rutkowski
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Fr. Paul
Fr. Paul

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading — From Bethlehem-Ephrathah shall
come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel
(Micah 5:1-4a).
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your
face and we shall be saved (Psalm 80).
Second Reading — We have been consecrated through the offering
of the body of Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:5-10).
Gospel — Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken by
the Lord would be fulfilled (Luke 1:39-45).
NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURE READINGS
First Reading — Hannah conceived, and at the end of her term
bore a son whom she called Samuel (1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28) or
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14.
Psalm — Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord
(Psalm 84) or Psalm 128.
Second Reading — See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God (1 John 3:1-2, 21-24) or

Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17].

Gospel — The boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it. They found him in the temple, in the midst
of the teachers (Luke 2:41-52).

Food for the Journey
Scripture Readings for the Week
Monday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,
27, 29; Lk 1:67-79
Tuesday:
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;
Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Friday:
1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28;
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21
[12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52

St. Margaret Mary Parish
Naperville/Lisle -- 630-369-0777
Parish Staff
Art & Environment Coordinator
Jill Mizen

Bookkeeper
Pat Henke

Business Manager
Michael Prus

Building Manager
Bob Stezowski
Communications Coordinator
Julie Duffin
Custodian
Ziggy Owiesek

Deacons (Permanent)
Deacon Joe Ferrari
Deacon Don Helgeson
Deacon Ken Miles
Deacon Fred Straub (retired)
Deacon Terry Taylor

Justice/Outreach Minister
Tom Cordaro

Liturgy Coordinator
Deacon Ken Miles

Music Director
John Schlaman

Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor
Sue Carroll

Pastoral Associate
Sr. Madelyn Gould, S.S.S.F.

Pastoral Council President
Jim Chitwood

Priests
Rev. Paul Hottinger, Pastor
Julian von Duerbeck, OSB, Weekend Asst.

In order to be considered for bulletin publication,
items must be received no later than the Friday a
week prior to the desired publication date. For
example, for an article to appear in the February
28, 2016 bulletin, it must be received by the office
no later than Friday, February 19.

Receptionists
Millie Gredlics & Loretta Mercadante

Director of Religious Ed., Pre-school - 5
Sue Davey.

Director of Youth Ministry
Dan Lawler

Information can be emailed to
scarroll@smmp.com. Space may be limited;
priority will be given to information about SMMP
events or staff-generated articles.
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Religious Education Secretary
Arlene Serio

Religious Education Staff Assistant
Debbie Brutlag

